
PROTECT LOCAL NEIGHBORHOODS
Restore Local Zoning Authority  
for Short-Term Rentals
The Florida League of Cities calls on the Florida Legislature to restore 
local zoning authority for short-term rentals, thereby preserving the 
integrity of Florida’s residential neighborhoods, and to reject any legis-
lation that further preempts municipal authority of short-term rentals.

KEY POINTS

	This is a local zoning issue. Commercial activity in residential neighborhoods is regulated for good reason: 
to protect residents and ensure adequate infrastructure is in place.

	A solution is needed that balances the property rights of all. Issues with unruly behavior, parking and 
public safety are destroying the residential character of traditional neighborhoods. Residents suffer while 
corporations profit. 

	The ripple effect of unregulated short-term rentals is exacerbating the affordable housing crisis. Homes 
are being converted into mini-hotels, thereby reducing long-term rental stock available in communities and 
causing a workforce housing shortage.

A short-term rental is defined as a property that is 
rented more than three times a year for less than 30 
days at a time and is advertised as such. Thanks to 

the sharing economy, large-scale investors now dominate 
the home rental market. Real estate investment groups 
have been buying up the housing stock and converting 
single-family homes designed for four into mini-hotels that 
sleep 26. Because renters turn over frequently, the homes 
are considered “short-term rentals” and the investment 
companies circumvent the usual regulations that traditional 
hotels and lodging establishments are held to. 

For more information, contact Casey Cook at 850-701-3609 or ccook@flcities.com.

Seven in 10 voters 
say local rules should 
govern short-term 
rentals. And nearly 
3/4 want local elected 
officials in charge.

The proliferation of these converted rentals are overtaking 
residential neighborhoods and posing significant public 
safety risks. Residents no longer know the people next door. 
Neighbors are less likely to confront strangers when prob-
lematic or nuisance behavior presents itself. Sex offenders 
are not required to register. The result? Long-time residents 
are moving out.  

Cities must be able to rely on their zoning authority to keep 
commercial activity out of residential neighborhoods.
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